66                        THE    NAZIS   AT    WAR
I asked my informant what people meant when they
complained about "them". Who are "they"? I asked.
I hit on a characteristic development. "They" are the
Nazis, the Nazi authorities, the big party men and bosses.
And this use of the form "they" is the first expression of
antagonism between the man in the street and the Party.
Six months ago it would have been "we". Now it is
"they".
I was eager to get details about the grumble chart:
"Who are the grumblers?"! asked. "Surely grumbling is
almost a crime and criticism certainly is?"
It appears that the man in the street grumbles. The
real Nazi criticises. If you are just one of the many millions
of average Germans you can sigh your way through a hard
life. But you dare not criticise. If you are a Nazi with a
good party record nobody would dare to call your criticism
destructive and no one would put the Gestapo on your
trail.
" We were sitting together, eight or ten of us/5 said
my German friend, "and were discussing the position.
Foreign broadcasts were freely mentioned; everybody
seems to have listened to them at one time or another.
Suddenly everybody remained dead silent. We realised
that there was one, just one, fanatical Nazi among us.
Had we given ourselves away?"
Nothing happened on this occasion, but this incident
illustrates the attitude of millions. They speak their minds
freely until suddenly a great fear comes over them. Have
they risked their lives, their liberty?
As a German you can go about and hear people talking
about everything. They listen to foreign broadcasts in
spite of the heavy penalties if they are caught. They know
a good deal more than they are supposed to know and
they sometimes talk quite a lot. But the same thing